
    

 

        February 2023 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

I extend to you warmest greetings during this chilly damp winter.  Ash Wednesday is upon us, and the season of 

Lent will be underway.  All that we do during this season of Lent is preparing and refining for the great renewal 

of our life in Christ stemming back to the day of our Baptism.  Baptism is the ultimate key characteristic of Lent 

that leads and prepares us for the Easter Celebration.  Lent is a great time to rediscover our faith and be reunited 

to the mass and nourished by the Eucharist.  

Lent has always been a special time in the church calendar year, a time of preparation that leads to a renewal at 

Easter.  As you enter into these forty days of Lent, I invite you to take the time to rediscover what it means to be 

a disciple of Christ.  On the day of your Baptism, you “put on Christ” but what was “the” day you felt this or 

different days that you knew you “put on Christ.”  We have 40 days to discover this through prayer, reflection, 

charitable works, and acts.  May this year’s lent be filled with excitement as it offers us a change to rediscover 

our life in Christ.  All this leads us to the greatest time of our faith tradition, the Ester Triduum.   As you renew 

your life and faith in Christ, may you have a fruitful Lent and an Easter that will forever renew and change your 

life forever.   

I thank you for welcoming me into your parishes.  It has been a pleasure to meet all of you at St. Mary’s and St. 

Paul’s over these last 7 months and hope to be able to get to know each of you in the near future.   I look 

forward to being able to work more with the Trustees and Parish Council to build our faith community even 

stronger.   

In the envelopes that are provided to you, there is an envelope for Easter flower donations.  We will provide in 

the bulletin a list of the memorials.  Blessings to everyone and may you have a good and healthy Lenten journey 

and a most wonderful Easter with a renewed spirit.   

May God bless you, the Spirit fill you, and Christ love and hold you. 

Sincerely yours in the heart of Christ,  

        

Fr. Frank T. Natale, MSC  
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